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Vincenzo FLORAMO (Italy)
KHAWAJA SIRA Transgender of Pakistan

Transgender people live in a nebulous position in a conservative Pakistan. They are tolerated as dancers at weddings and other celebrations where men and woman are strictly segregated.  Historically transgender, often referred as Hijras, have always been a visible part of Pakistani society, dating back to the Mughal empire when they served the queens of the royal court.  Even though in recent years the community has won some battles - the Supreme Court have allowed national identity cards recognizing them as a separate gender - transgender face a lot of discrimination in society.  Pakistani males teasing and taunting transgender is common behavior.  In the local culture, it is shameful for a Pakistani family to have a transgender as their sibling.When they are not forced to leave home or in the worst of cases, killed, transgender are sometimes tolerated if economically supporting the family. LGBT rights in Pakistan are nonexistent hence there is no official LGBT community as such.  Due to the lack of LGBT visibility, rights and activism, “Hijras” has also become an umbrella term embracing all facets of LGBT.  Pakistan is a Muslim republic with active sharia law, which enforces life in prison for same sex relationships. The transgender presented in this photo essay come from different backgrounds. We shot six different transgender - from Chanda, a typical Pakistani transgender to Sarah who is an educated NGO activist worker. More than anything these third gender ladies are just like every one of us, human being.
Aujin Rew (South Korea)

In a Private Moment
In a Private Moment is a personal visual journey through the many toilets I came across in my trips. It started by chance in Chicago with a photo of a flush handle, and continues to this day as a fascinating adventure into the unexpected beauty of our most private space.  

Where We Pray

Where we pray is my on-going project to document prayer’s places in a red light district of Singapore.  At the entrance of brothels or in front of a Karaoke bar, the red altars quietly greet customers before they enter into their fantasy world.  Where one prays for ones deep inner wishes, the others come for their desire…

Boryana KATSAROVA (Bulgaria)

Freezing

The exceptionally cold weather and snowstorms that hit Europe in February 2012, caused traffic chaos, road closures, straining emergency services, grounding flights and pushing the death toll past 300 people, and left entire villages cut off. The temperatures dropped to around minus 20 Celsius. Officials appealed to people to stay indoors and be careful. Police searched for homeless to make sure they didn't freeze to death. I documented this event capturing the distant stares of passengers frozen behind frosted windows in my native Bulgaria.
Sam HARRIS (AUS/UK)

The Middle of Somewhere

My work is an on-going family diary that revolves around my two daughters Uma & Yali growing up. We live remotely in the forests of Western Australia. The Middle of Somewhere is a celebration of childhood, growing up, family life and love. As I witness my daughters’ transformation in what feels like the briefest of moments, I’m compelled to preserve something of our time living together.

Pascal MAITRE (France)

Magical Kinshasa

Kinshasa, with a population of 10 million, stretches along the Congo River. A sprawling city with rusty roofs, looking like a checkerboard, the city bears no resemblance whatsoever to the standard image of the tropics. It is alive, buzzing, in a constant state of chaos, overflowing with crazy energy. People there are amazingly creative and imaginative. Indeed, this city, the capital of the Congo, has produced some of Africa’s finest artists: painters, musicians, sculptors and performing artists.
Mikolaj NOWACKI (Poland)
Odra

Odra is the second largest river in Poland. As a child I ran away from the city’s hustle to the river’s nature. At the time, in the 1980s, river transport flourished. I loved to watch the vessels. I always felt like jumping right onto a barge and going to a faraway place. Today, as a result of a deep crisis in river transport, a sighting of tugboats with barges has become a rarity.


This photo project, executed between 2008 and 2013, was a natural continuation of my need to stay close to the river. I wanted to find what it is that connects people to the Odra, and how strong that connection is.

Hossein FATEMI (Iran)
An Iranian Journey

Photographing in his native Iran for over a decade, Hossein Fatemi shows a face of Iran far removed from the images of flag-burning demonstrators, and turbaned mullahs that have dominated news reporting from the Islamic Republic.

Steve HART (USA)

A Bronx Family Album: The Impact of AIDS

In the fall of 1989 a psychiatrist at the Bronx Lebanon Hospital in New York asked me if I would photograph a support group he was offering for people with HIV and AIDS. I agreed, and spent the following year attending weekly sessions and photographing various members of the group. Among them was a married Puerto Rican couple, Ralph and Sensa Martinez, with whom I developed a special rapport. Ralph, then 32, and Sensa, then 33, both had AIDS from intravenous drug use. 

Over the years a strong relationship has developed between the Martinez family and me. Throughout this time I have witnessed intense love, tenderness and robust joy. But I also beheld a series of stark turning points involving separation, loss, death, and the disintegration of the family.

Eduardo GARCIA (Cuba)
The Wall of The Wonders

The Malecón from Havana, Cuba, represents more than 8 km of concrete. It is one of the most emblematic places that distinguishes the city, and is one of the most visited sites by Cubans and tourists. It is like a sofa with the best view on any spectacle that takes place nearby.

Rubén Salgado Escudero  / UN HABITAT (Spain)
Solar Portraits
These portraits depict the inhabitants of remote areas of Myanmar who, for the first time have access to electricity through the power of solar energy. The portraits were set up within their environment. The scenes have been entirely lit by solar-powered light bulbs. 
